Religion

Religion -- http://www.stmatthewsguild.org/Education.htm#religion
Religion was hugely important to everyone in 16th Century Europe. The church had tremendous power over people's lives (and souls). To not be religious was unthinkable. Indeed, to not be Roman Catholic was only a very recent phenomenon. 

Before King Henry VIII, you would have been Roman Catholic. Henry VIII instituted the Church of England, which placed the monarch as the Supreme Governor of the Church in England and Ireland. The Church of England was heavily influenced by Martin Luther. In addition to the Roman Catholics and the Church of England, there were also the Radical Protestants, who were influenced by John Calvin. Radical Protestants referred to themselves as "the godly." However, they were more commonly known by the perjorative term of "Puritans". So, as noted, the choice of a religion during this time period was very limited. Everyone was Christian. 

If you're interested in learning more about the various Elizabethan religions, please check out this Bibliography for books which may be of help. You can also contact Tim Duncan, who does a magnificent workshop on Elizabethan religions, for more information. 


